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TREASURE (NOV 27,  2022)  
Annual Offertory Budget  

 
Annual Budget                            $   546,000.00 
Weekly Budget:                          $     10,500.00 
 
Received through November 27, 2022 
 
Total Offertory                            $      6,952.00 
 
Year to Date Budget  $   231,000.00 
Year to Date Actual $   215,787.57 
 

We are $15,212.43 BELOW  our  
Offertory Year-to-Date Budget  

 

     2022 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL  
           

Thank you to those who have generously responded to 
the 2022 Catholic Services Appeal. St. Michael’s Parish 
goal for this year’s campaign is $88,529. To date, 174 
families have made pledges totaling $134,040, with 
payment to date of $126,645.  If you have not yet made 
a pledge, please prayerfully consider supporting this 
year’s CSA with your gift, as all amounts received over 
our goal will remain in our Parish.  Thank you for your 
continued annual support of this diocesan service effort. 
     
   FINAL 2021               2022 
 
Commitments:               210 174                  
Pledged:           $130.950.00        $ 134,040.00 
Paid:           $129,435.00        $ 126,645.00 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
    
Please refer to the December 2022 Calendar distributed 
earlier  for the daily Penance times since they do vary 
each day.  Additional copies of the calendar are availa-
ble in the office or check the website for the schedule. 
 
Dec. 6, 2022:    Franciscan Holy Spirit Fraternity 
                     prays the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 
  3:00 P.M. in the Church.. 
Dec. 7, 2022:    Grief Share 6:00 P.M. Large Meeting 
    Room. 
Dec.  8, 2022:   TMIY meets at 6:00 A.M. in  
    McElhinny Hall. 
Dec..8, 2022:   Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
    Holyday of  Obligation. 
Dec. 14, 2022:   Pastoral Council meets at 6:00 P.M. 
 

 VOTIVE CANDLES 
  
Votive Candle donations will be $3.00 effective Dec 2, 
2022.   The cost for the candles was significantly more 
expensive on this last order.     
 

  

 

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6-SAINT NICHOLAS  
                                                                                                   
     9:00 A.M.   Saint Michael Church: 
                       Helen Stevens (M/M Robert Moore) 
      
 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7- SAINT AMBROSE 
                                                        
     9:00 A.M.   Saint Michael Church: 
    Lawrence Eheman (Family) 
 
 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE                                     
 BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
  
                    WEDNESDAY, December 7 
    6:30 P. M.   Saint Margaret Mission: 
                        Florence Schwartz (Tom & Shirley  
                                                                     Patton) 
    THURSDAY, December 8 
     9:00 A.M.  Saint Michael Church: 
                    Thomas and Richard Liszka (Family) 
 6:30 P.M.  Saint Michael Church: 
                     Elizabeth Ruffing (husband, Jim) 
  
 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9-SAINT JUAN DIEGO   
                         CUAUHTLATOATZIN  
                                
     9:00 A.M.   Saint Michael Church: 
                     Stephanie Romine (Bill) 
 
 THIRD  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
                                                                             
                        SATURDAY, December 10 
  4:30 P.M.    Saint Michael Church: Vigil  
                      Tim Stepp (family) 
   
       SUNDAY, December 11  
 7:00 A.M.   Saint Michael Church: 
   Edward Murcko (Andrew Arendas) 
     9:00 A.M.   Saint Margaret Mission: 
                   For the People of the Parish 
   11:00 A.M.   Saint Michael Church: 
                   Wally Johnson (Family) 

 

REST IN PEACE 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Gilda Hertel, 
mother of Linda Hajtol. May her soul and all the souls of 
the faithful departed rest in peace. 
 
  
 

 
  

 



A WORD FROM FR. BRANDON        
 
 John the Baptist, John the Forerunner, Holy Prophet, the Angel of the Desert; no matter what you call him, 

there is no mistaking the holy saint’s authoritative place in this holy season. John is a complex figure and one that 
often seems elusive, both to the scholar and the mystic. From even the womb, John leaped for joy at the presence of 
Christ and, from a young age, he lived an ascetical life out in the Judean desert in utter obscurity. Like with Christ, 
we don’t have recorded in the pages of Scripture the details of his youth and upbringing. What we are given is the 
account of his parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, praying for the gift of a child, and his father being silenced by 
Archangel Gabriel for his disbelief in the prophetic words of the Messenger. This whole scene in the Temple is re-
markable and prefigures the Annunciation six months later when Gabriel will make a visit north to see Mary about 
the miraculous birth of her son. We then see the birth of the Forerunner, and that is about it until he emerges on the 
scene wearing camel hair and eating turnips and bugs! How John goes from a baby in the hills of Galilee to that 
charismatic figure is lost to history and left to both tradition and speculation. There are many theories, traditions, and 
stories about his early life that swirl around out there – you can latch on to whatever you want, there’s nothing inher-
ently good or bad about any of them, but what I want to latch onto for the sake of this holy season of Advent is that 
fact that his childhood must've metamorphosed his spirit, his soul, his nous, his intellect. How does he end up being 
and doing what he ends up being and doing?! Again, you can ascribe any number of stories to his youth and early 
adulthood, but what goes without saying is that John becomes the Angel of the Desert not by mistake or happen-
stance, but through profound desire and yearning for the God of the universe to reveal Himself to John and John 
uniting himself to each and every revelation.  
 
 In the opening sentences of the Gospel of Saint John, John gives a deep and peering insight into who The 
Forerunner was, for Saint John says of John the Baptizer, “he was not the Light, but he came to bear witness to the 
Light”. Just sit with that remarkable verse for a moment and let that sink deep within. The Baptizer came not to be 
anything, but to point to something; he was not here to be a light but to show others the Light. Repeating the above 
statement, John does not become what he became through accident, he becomes the final Prophet of the Old Cove-
nant because he chose to decrease so that The Light could increase; John chose to become nothing so that Christ 
could become everything! Repeating what I said above, we do not know every detail of his life, but it’s not im-
portant to, ultimately, because what we receive is what is important. What we receive is that this man chose to aban-
don the pursuits of the flesh and the earthly life for the pursuit of The Light, The Logos, The Christ! We can say that 
his life, for whatever details composed his daily existence, was a decades-long Advent! He lived in expectation, 
longing, and waiting. The Baptizer, embarking on his own ministry of preaching and baptizing, was only operating 
from the place that made the most sense. He was not someone of the world – by all accounts, he clearly shunned the 
norms and expectations placed upon him. When it was time to make that decision of what he would do with the re-
mainder of his life, it only made sense that he follow that Love that carried him through, perhaps, decades in the de-
sert and wilderness. This obscure and rather elusive man was a true mystic in that his entire existence was imbued in 
a mystery of Light and Divinity that he simply couldn't get enough of and was never fully satisfied. He was never 
full, the cup always had room for more of this Light and Love that he sought with every sinew of his being. This is 
Advent! This is the way our lives should look all fifty-two weeks, not simply these four.  
 
 I believe the hardest thing about living the Christian life isn’t prayer or trying to live moral lives. We all 
know right and wrong, and we all have at least a basic or instinctive infrastructure of prayer and we know that there 
are spiritual fathers in the Church to help us grow in that. What is most difficult, at least from my perspective, is that 
we fail to resist those cultural and societal norms and expectations. Christianity is not meant to be a cultural accou-
terment. The Kingdom was never advertised as the place where we have all the politicians and laws that we think are 
right and just. No, it was always a place of suffering because the world is broken and fallen. The Kingdom is that 
place where we suffer and strive together and walk with each other in holiness to the Heavenly Jerusalem! That is 
the hardest part of the Christian life, and what I think the Angel of the Desert reminds us to work harder on! Advent 
is that time when we disengage with the world and long for and desire that Holy Light. That Light is there to bring 
meaning to our sufferings, to embolden us to preach and give witness, and strengthen us to carry the crosses of oth-
ers to assist them on this august journey of life! As we delve deeper and deeper into this season, let us realize how 
normal Advent should be for the rest of the forty-eight weeks of the year!   

 
 
 

Love, 

Fr Brandon 
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 FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
 

Scheduled Faith Formation Classes: 
   
Kindergarten- 11

th
 Grade: December 4, 2022, from 8:45 

A.M. to 10:45 A.M. Reminder today your youngest child 
should be turning in your Family Advent At-Home Activity 
Packet to their Faith Formation Catechists for class credit! 
December 8, 2022, Class Make-up at 6:15 P.M.- This 
will be in the small meeting room of the church for 7th- 11th 
graders who have missed more than two days this Faith 
Formation year. It will include Mass at 6:30 P.M. Please be 
sure to fast one hour prior if your student plans on going to 
Holy Communion. This is a Holy Day of Obligation. Class 
will end at 8:15 P.M. 
Kindergarten- 11th Grade: December 18, 2022, from 8:45 
A.M. to 10:45 A.M.  
Kindergarten- 11th Grade: January 8, 2023, from 8:45 
A.M. to 10:45 A.M.  
 
Faith Formation Meetings or Events: 
 
Next Church Service Hour Opportunity & Faith Expe-
rience Opportunity for 2022/2023 7

th
, 8

th
, 9

th
, 10

th
, & 

11
th

 Grade Confirmation Students: 
December 6, 2022, at 3:00 P.M.- Faith Experience Op-
portunity- This is a new requirement for our Confirma-
tion Students in 7

th
 through 9

th
 Grade.   Come and join 

the Franciscans in praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet for 
our Church & the world. This is every Tuesday at 3:00 
P.M. in the Church all year round 
December 4, 2022, following Faith Formation Classes in 
McElhinny Hall: Good Shepherd Christmas Dinner Prep 
classes for 7th-11th Grade Church Service Hours. You must 
remember that this will be during 11:00 A.M. Mass, so 
students will still need to make their Sunday observance by 
attending Saturday evening Mass at 4:30 P.M. or Sunday 
morning 7:00 A.M. Mass if they attend this service hour! 
December 5, 2022, Good Shepherd Christmas Dinner- 
Students in 7th through 11th Grade can help serve meals or 
deliver meals with a parent for your Active Service Hours. 
Please contact the Faith Formation Office or return your 
paper to let us know if you can help! 
December 10, 2022, at St. Margaret Church from 1:00 
P.M. to 4:00 P.M. -Students in 7th-11th Grade can come for 
Active Church Service hours without a parent to help clean 
for the Advent & Christmas Season. Kelli Mayer & Decwin 
Waite are adults with clearances that will be running this 
service event. 
December 11, 2022, from 8:45 A.M. to Noon this includes 
11:00 A.M. Mass- 4th, 5th, & 6th Grade Retreat- Please 
drop off your child in the Large Meeting Room of the 
Church at 8:45 A.M. Please return to pick them up at 10:45 
A.M. from the same place! There will be reserved seating 
for the children and their families to sit together for Mass at 
11:00 A.M. The children will be given a light snack at the 
retreat. 
December 23, 2022, at St. Margaret Church from 1:00 

P.M. to 4:00 P.M.- Students in 7th-11th Grade can come for 
Active Church Service hours without a parent to help Deco-

rate for Christmas. Kelli Mayer & Decwin Waite are adults 
with clearances that will be running this service event. 

 

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL NEWS 
 

The Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools 
 
According to Archbishop J. Michael Miller, in his The Holy 
See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools, a continuation of the 
fourth mark of a Catholic school is that it should be:  
4.1 In Search of Wisdom and Truth In an age of information 
overload, Catholic schools must be especially attentive to the 
delicate balance between human experience and understanding. 
In the words of T.S. Eliot, we do not want our students to say: 
“We had the experience but missed the meaning.” The greatest 
challenge to Catholic education in the United States today, and 
the greatest contribution that authentically Catholic education 
can make to American culture, is to restore to that culture the 
conviction that human beings can grasp the truth of things, and 
in grasping that truth can know their duties to God, to them-
selves and to their neighbors. 

 
Mark Your Calendars! 
 

• Join us each Monday of December at 8:30am in the church 
for Lighting the Advent Wreath with Stories: The Visita-
tion, No Room in the Inn, and the Shepherds. 

• You Are Invited! Join us on Wednesday, December 21, at 
6pm in Lateran Hall for our Christmas Family Night, 
which will include lighting the Advent wreath, a Christmas 
Pageant, traditional carols, decorating a Christmas tree, 
photobooth opportunities, and treats! 

• Our Christmas vacation will start with a NOON Dismissal 
on December 22. There will be NO SAFE on this date. 
Classes will resume again on Tuesday, January 3. 

• Saturday, December 31 from 1-3pm at Lateran Hall will be 
a family-friendly New Year’s Eve Party. Come ring in the 
New Year with us! 

 
Hear What SMS Families Are Saying   
 About Our School:  
 
“I love the support and sense of community here. 
I also wanted my daughter to learn about Christi-
anity and the Catholic faith.  It was a very strong 
and crucial part of my life growing up.” Visit our 

website: www.saintmichael1.org and call the school office for 
more information! We look forward to welcoming you to the 
SMS Family! 

       

https://www.sophiainstitute.com/products/item/the-holy-sees-teaching-on-catholic-schools
https://www.sophiainstitute.com/products/item/the-holy-sees-teaching-on-catholic-schools
http://www.saintmichael1.org
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      ST. MICHAEL FORTY CLUB 
109 CHANCES TO WIN PRIZES TOTALING 

$26,150 
 
Ticket cost is $100. There are 3 weekly winners for $100, 
$100 & $50.  There are 8 winning numbers drawn at 
Christmas and Easter week for $500, $250, $125, $75 (2 
each prize). One SPECIAL drawing on October 20 for 
people that have fully paid for their ticket. The final draw-
ing is May 28, 2023 with 57 winners for a total cash prize 
of $13,400. Only 600 tickets sold. Tickets still available. 
Please contact any seller listed  to purchase tickets:  

 
Wes Bates @ 724 699-6255 
Walter Beh @724-588-3108  
Natalie Higbee @724-699-9021  
Mark Holian @ 724-932-5937  
Fran Krachkowski @ 724-588-3749  
Roseanne McConnell @ 724-588-3254 
Judy McKay @ 724-456-5654 
Charles Stepp @724-588-2127 
 

 40 CLUB WINNERS-NOVEMBER 23 
  

$100-Heather Euard; $100-Mary Svirbly; $50-Janet   
Calenda. 
 

GIVING TREE NOW ADVENT GIVING 

The time has arrived for the Annual Giving Tree project.  
Starting this year, we are renaming it the Advent Giving 
project, since we no longer use ornaments on a tree.  This 
project is done during the Advent season, and it is a won-
derful time for us to focus on the empty manger and the 
coming of the Christ child, so let us fill the manger with 
our gifts to those who could use a hand this year as we pre-
pare for Jesus’ birth. We are once again asking for gift 
cards to Walmart of $20 to give to the individuals we hope 
to serve.  This has worked very well the past couple of 
years and is greatly appreciated by those on the receiving 
end.  There are many people from infant to elderly who 
can use a little extra help.  If you can participate this year, 
you can drop off your donation of Walmart gift cards to the 
church office or mail to: St. Michael Church at 85 North 
High St. Greenville, PA  16125, marked Advent Giving.   
All donations should be delivered to the church by De-
cember 11th.  Thank you to all who make this parish activ-
ity a blessing for so many!                                                                          
         

 CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND 

Envelopes for the Christmas Flower Fund are available 
on the tables at St. Michael and St. Margaret.  Please re-
turn the completed requests to the Church by Friday, De-
cember 16 at 5:00 P.M. The printer would like to have 
them a little earlier this year.  

GOOD SHEPHERD                
DECEMBER REQUESTS     

 St. Michael will be supporting 
the CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
meal. Our parish is asked for 50 
boxed desserts by December 8. 
There will be boxes in the Gath-
ering Space for the dessert do-
nations. We will be delivering 

the desserts to the Center early on December 9th.   
All other donations should be taken to the Food Pantry 
at 35 S. Water St., Greenville, PA. Food Pantry hours 
are Monday-Friday, 8:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. Monetary 
donations as well as gift cards to Walmart or Sparkle 
Market are welcome. Your support is appreciated.   

THAT MAN IS YOU- 
                  The Vision of Man Fully Alive 
 
So many men pass through this world seeking fame, 
fortune and glory. We seek to perform mighty 
works, accomplish incredible feats, make a name for 
ourselves and build a legacy. Even our modern social 
media and  Facebook accounts seek to glorify partic-
ular moments in our daily lives.  And so we ask the 
question, “When was Jesus Christ’s ultimate moment 
of glory?”  
Join us this Thursday morning at 6:00 AM in 
McElhinny Hall as we enter into The Book of Glory 
from John’s Gospel and seek to follow the true 
“way” of God.  

 



                 PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
 
 

Staff Sgt. Steven Mortimer, Army, Fort Drum, New York 
Cdr. Kari (Szewczyk) Cummins, USN,TACRON22/USS   
                                Kearsarge, Norfolk, VA  
Col. Raymond Millero, Jr.,  USAF, Las Vegas, NE 
MSgt. Matthew Mong, Davis-Monthan AFB, Tucson, AZ  
MSgt. Sara Knight Mong, Davis-Monthan AFB, Tucson, AZ 
Major Paul Ochs, Kirtland AFB, Albuquerque, NM  
SSgt. Andrew L. Gilmore 
Major Dustin Knaus, Army, Vandenberg AF Base,  CA 
Major Samuel Burns, Army, Kansas 
Staff Sgt. Jason Morgan,101st Airborne, Ft Hood. TX 
Captain James Stubert, US Army, Pentagon 
Specialist Shelby McElhinny, US Army Reserve, Fairview   
2nd Lt Jeremy Fowler, Fort Bragg, NC 
Captain Edward (Eddie)  Bardella, Jr., Quantico, VA 
ITC (SEL) David C. Thomas, USN, Naples, Italy 
Captain David Ochs, Moody AFB, Valdosta, GA  
Master Sgt. George Madrid, Japan 
Major David Zgonc, Los Angeles, CA 
1st Lt Orrin C. Suich, Army, 82nd Airborne, Fort Bragg 
Capt. Sebastian Coburn, Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Japan 
Ensign Kiernan Coburn, USS John McCain, Everett, WA 
Ensign Xavier Coburn, Norfolk, VA 
Investigation Specialist Maison R. Millero, US Army,               
                             Military Police, Fort Drum, NY 
Carl S. Ditty, E7, Air Force, Spokane WA 
2nd Lt. Daniel Walton, Fort Rucker, AL  
Petty Officer 2nd Class Jeffrey Allen, US Navy, San Diego 
Master Sgt. Douglas Kost, Air Force, San Antonio, TX 
Master Sgt. Jennifer Sloan Kost, Air Force San Antonio, TX 
A1C Ashley Curtician, USAF, Eielson AFB, Alaska 
Petty Officer 3rd Class, Kyle Moore, Pentagon 
Airman 1st Class Mason Nathanael Tyree, MacDill AFB, FL 
 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 
 

The earth shall be filled  
With knowledge of the Lord,  

As water covers the sea. 
 

                           -Isaiah 11:9 
 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish and for the families of 
our parishioners: Mary Jo Lipani, Paul Szallar, Marcy 
Beckman, Erik Kurelko, Larry Anderson,  Jameson Stepp, 
Danielle Parks, Connor Pressler, Tricia Allen, Kimberly 
Hopf,  Rita Stell, Patrick Calvin, Piper Farr, Kathy Larkin, 
Kim Shellhamer, Antonia Patton, Kathy Boyer, Candace 
McKee, Stacey Moats, James Power, Debbie Dart, Kathy 
Hilton, Dana Edwards, Jim Ruffing, Chuck North, Leroy 
Burns, Pete Leskovac, Kevin McCann, Carol Mick, Mer-
cedes Zemeki, Jean Lesko, Mitchell Johnston, Tom Pektas, 
Tony Guy, Cindy Beagley, Deane DeCiancio, Peggy Mans-
field, Theresa Rufener, Marsha Quarles, Janet Collins, Jo-
hanne Slattery, Matt & Lauren Urey, John Shelhamer,  Jessi-
ca King, Daniel Santilli, Jerry Dull, Caiden McKee, Raylene 
Selnekovic, D. J. Sheridan, Ron Kuhn, John McElhinny, J. P. 
Morgan, Liz Kuhn, Lee Ann Soltis, Dennis Durkos, Gary 
Smolknic, Gordon Frissora, Lynette Hendrickson, Tom 
Duda, Herb Fischer, Mike Jellots, Pat Bator, Sonya 
Stepp, John & LuAnn Miller, Rachel Lang, Irene 
Neustupa, Jack Kalchthaler, Kristi Kirkner, Jodi Lewis, 
Charles Gaus, George Johnston, Jim Micsky Sr., Jay 
Pacansky, Fred & Mary Jo Bartnicki, Ginny Chaklos, 
Sue Brennan, Betty McCorkle Wasser, Bill Kerpan, 
Donald Shine, Tim Edwards, Marion Krieder, Tom Ky-
sor, Catherine McCall, Carol Moore, Steve Kenworthy, 
Paul Delgros, Patty Jo Uplinger, Carmel Longiotti, 
Chuck and Renata Toth, Bernard Barbarossa, Stephanie 
Smith, Mary Alice Walsh, Susan Reda, John Ceremuga, 
Jim Berger, Corrine Miller, Bob Woodley, Dawn DeT-
ullio Rollins, Roseanne Millward, Donna Carl, Dave 
Sweeny, Beth Yurisic, Nancy Micsky, Joe Korcinski, 
Paul Chianese, Janice Uzarski, Bill Micsky. 
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 
PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM AND RETURN TO THE RECTORY OR DROP IT IN THE COLLECTION BASKET AT MASS. 

 

   NAME _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

   CITY __________________________________________  STATE _________  ZIP ___________________________  
 

   PHONE NUMBER__________________________________ UNLISTED  YES / NO     Today’s Date____________ 

 SANCTUARY CANDLE S 
 

   DATE    INTENTION & DONOR 
 
Dec 1-15  Judy Kalchthaler (Uncle Bennie &  
        Aunt Bonnie & 
Family)   
 
Dec 1-15  ReyAnn Hughes (“Uncle Bull”)   

Dec 1-15  Sis Pruchnitzky  (Family)                            
St. Margaret    

Dec 16-31  Mike Prezioso (Sally)  
 
Dec 16-31  Ben & Bonnie & Family (Bennie,    
                               Bonnie & Family)                              



VOLKSWAGEN SPECIALIST 

724-588-3012
126 College Ave. 

Greenville, PA 16125 

HOOVLER 
VOLKSWAGEN REPAIR 

795 Mercer Rd.  Greenville 

724-588-4022

Amy Canady 
Owner 

724-588-9497
Call for an appt. today 

 

69 South Race St. 

Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-6676

Open for Banquets 
By appointment 

ITALIAN HOME CLUB 

BINGO EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM 



Is allergy season 
In full bloom for you? 

Treating allergies 
In every season. 

Francisco Cano, M.D. 

Board Certified 

Adult and pediatric asthma, 
allergy and immunology 

59 West Main St., Greenville, PA 16125 

Phone: 724-588-7531 

18 Ridgeway Ave. 

Greenville, PA 16125 

724-589-2267

docucenter@thiel.edu  

Jean Carr  FM Manager 

187 W. Jamestown Rd. 1740 E. State Street, Hermitage, PA 
OFFICE HOURS     408 S. MAIN STREET 

BY APPOINTMENT   GREENVILLE, PA 

jlandfried@howardhanna.com 




