4™ SUNDAY OF LENT

- G
"His son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you; | no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But his

father ordered his servants, 'Let us celebrate with a feast,

because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again.""
- Lk 15:21-22a, 23b-24a

Excarpls from the La-:l:inﬁur:,- far Mazz Q2001 1998, 1970 CCD




ST. JOSEPH PARISH

FORCE, PA

Parish Stewardship for 2021-2022

Weekly amount budgeted for 2021-2022.......... $3,365.00
Offertory from March 14 thru March21........ $2,841.00
CSA 2022 Campaign Parish Goal. . ............. $32,404.00

Fish/Shrimp Dinners were a great success this past week!
A total of 354 dinners were sold. Thank you for your support!

~ JoiM U
FOR STATIDNS o)
OF THE CROSS
AT OUR PARISH

Stations of the Cross will be 6:00 p.m.
every Wednesday throughout Lent.

“Pray the Rosary everyday
to obtain peace for the world.” Join us at @

St. Joseph Church each Tuesday at 6:00 pm

Baptismal Training Sessions for February/March

April 19 7 pm St. Leo, Ridgway 772-3135
May 19 7pm St. Mary’s, St. Marys  781-1019
June 7 7 pm St. Leo, Ridgway 772-3135

Confirmation Students Retreat will be
Sunday, March 27 beginning at 10:30 until
=/ f 1:30 pm. This retreat is a requirement for
{ ”’%’ “MAloN | all Confirmation students. Everyone is to
" [ I H | | Il imeet in the Faith Formation Center. There

will be activities in the social hall and in
the church. Lunch will be served.

Our Faith Formation Program
needs teachers for classes of Grades
K/1 and Grade 2 for the 2022-2023 :
school year. We also are in need of

some V?)/lunteers to be substitute teach- IEMHE% Ny
ers. All those working with children NERVED
and youth are required to have clear- o
ances. If you are interested, have some

questions or would like additional information, please con-
tact Mary at 814-787-4151 #5. Consider sharing your Faith
time and talent with the young people of our Parish.

The 150th Anniversary of the Catholic Church’s
presence in Bennetts Valley
Bringing Eucharistic Life since 1872.

This is the theme of our 150th Anniversary that all of us
are looking forward to as we prepare to celebrate with our
bishop, Lawrence Persico on Sunday, October 9th. We are
starting to collect pictures from the past of each of our four
churches: St. Cecilia, St. Stanislaus, Our Lady of Help of
Christians and St. Joseph. At this time if you have any pic-
tures that can be used for our anniversary, we would great-
ly appreciate borrowing them. Please label each picture
with your information. A box will be provided in the
church office for your pictures. We thank you in advance
as we prepare to celebrate this grand and glorious event!

'| The Cemetery Committee requests that you please
4 remove the personal items that you placed on your

M loved one’s graves. The recent milder weather has
provided an opportunity to clean up the grave site
and allow maintenance the opportunity to clear the
cemetery of the Joy of the Christmas Season and
prepare the grounds for the Holy Season of Lent. Grounds
clean-up and removal began Monday, March 21.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Receiving Forgiveness then
Forgiving Others

We just had one of Jesus’s famous stories at
Mass this weekend of the Prodigal Son. It is a story
of a selfish, young man whose life was very misdi-
rected by the love of money and pleasure. After his
so-called friends abandoned him and he suffered
hunger and want for a period of time, he came to his
senses and returned to his father. He returned a
changed person. Fortunately for him, he had a loving,
forgiving father who accepted him unconditionally.
The father loved him so much that he gave his son the
symbols of being restored back to a family and right
relationship. These ancient Jewish symbols were the
robe, ring and sandals and then a feast.

Now, the older son was filled with envy. We
can see clearly how the relationship of the father and
younger son unfolded. But, as regard to the relation-
ship between the father and the older son, we know
that the father pleaded with him to come and to cele-
brate. This son was always with the father, as to the
decision of the older son whether to go into the ban-
quet or not, Jesus leaves the conclusion open-ended.
We have to reflect on what might have happened. We
would want to believe that the older son changed his
heart right then, forgave the younger son, as his father
did, and then went to the celebration. Did he do this or
did he refuse? How we end the story in our own opin-
ion can tell us a lot about ourselves. Some may
actually agree with the older son’s attitude or not.

My friends, a good question for each of us may
be— When in our lives are we like the older son —
pointing out sins in other people’s lives; hypercritical
to those around us; or thinking we are a much more
faithful Catholic and better person compared to others
who are far away from their Catholic faith?

If we are like the older, unforgiving son, we
need to know that our Heavenly Father comes to us
and pleads with us to be forgiving and merciful as He
is forgiving and merciful. The first step towards this
attitude is to pray for the grace to be willing in being
forgiving toward others.

Finally, when we are like the younger son in
need of reconciliation with God our Heavenly Father
because of our sins, may we be willing to ask God for
forgiveness in the Sacrament of Confession and have
the joy and peace this Sacrament gives and then be
willing to forgive others.

God Bless,
Father Mark




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 27, 2022

Ve Celebrate, We Listen, We Pray

Date Intention Requested by Celebration Scriptures
Monday, March 28 2022 Joseph Castellani John and Michele Lenten Weekda Is 65:17-21
8:30 a.m. Mass (birthday) Castellani Y In 4:43-54
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 Lawrence Chiodo Family Lenten Weekday Ez 47:1-9, 12
8:30 a.m. Mass (1st anniversary) Tn 5:1-16
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 Is 49:8-15
No Mass Lenten Weckday Jn 5:17-30
Thursday, March 31, 2022 . Bob Ex 32:7-14
8:30 a.m. Mass Ryan Berasi (father) Lenten Weckday Jn 5:31-47
Friday, April 1, 2022 Wis 2:1a. 1222
8:30 a.m. Mass i il i 15 2:1a, 12~
FIRST FRIDAY Gerry Fenice Williams Sisters Lenten Weekday In 7:1-2. 10, 25-30
Saturday, April 2, 2022
8:30 a.m. Mass with ) Jer 11:18-20
Exposition, Adoration and Mary Morelli Kathy Fusaro Lenten Weekday »y
Y Jn 7:40-53
Benediction
FIRST SATURDAY
Saturday, April 2, 2022 Edward Warmbrodt Charlene Vigil (see below)
5:30 p.m. Mass and and of the Fifth Sunday of Lent
Leo Panighetti Family
. .. Is 43:16-21
S}mday, April 3, 2022 Living a_md{ Deceased Fifth Sunday of Lent Phil 3:8-14
9:15 a.m. Mass Parishioners .
Jn 8:1-11
Ph. 814-787-4151 St. Joseph Church Fax 814-787-4478
STAFF
Rev. Mark J. Mastrian ... Pastor
Deacon Paul Bauman ... Deacon Assistant
Parish Secretary: Marlene Berasi; Faith Formation Coordinator: Mary Stoker; Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane
Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli; Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari
17764 Bennetts Valley Hwy., P. O. Box 124, Force, PA 15841-0124
Church Office Email: stjosephforce@windstream.net Website: www.stjosephforce.org  Faith Formation Email: stjosephforceffiwwindstream.net
Hours St. Joseph Church: Sun. 7:30 am — 4 pm; Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 8 am — 4 pm;  Sat. 9:00 am —7 pm
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday .............cccoocoviiiiiiiicieeeee 9:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m.
LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m; Sunday: 9:15 a.m; Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m; Daily: Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. 8:30 a.m, No Mass Wednesday

BULLETIN INFORMATION

Groups or individuals wishing to have information published in the bulletin are asked to submit the information in writing, by email or by phone

by Monday at 10:00 a.m.

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION

Baptism — A baptism preparation session is required of all parents wishing to have their child(ren) baptized. Parents must be registered parishioners.
Sessions are held periodically at parishes throughout the Deanery. It is always preferred that baptisms be celebrated during a regular Sunday Liturgy.
Call the Parish office for more information.

Eucharist — Children preparing for Eucharist (Gr. 3) and who are active in the Faith Formation process (including Catholic School children) are
eligible to enter the sacramental preparation sessions.

Confirmation — High School youth who are entering the 11™ grade and who are active in the Faith Formation process or attend a Catholic High
School since 9th grade are eligible to enter the Confirmation preparation sessions.

R.C.I.A. — Rite of Christian Initiation for adults are initiated into the Church through this process. Any individual who may be interested in becoming
a member of the Catholic Church is invited. Please call the Church office.

SACRAMENTS OF VOCATION

Priesthood/Permanent Deaconate — Men who feel that they may be being called to the vocational life of Priesthood or Deaconate can contact the pastor
at any time or call the Diocesan Vocation Office at 814-824-1111.

Matrimony — There is a required preparation process which normally includes 3 sessions with the pastor and an Engagement Encounter or Nova
experience. Please notify the pastor at least 6 months prior to the anticipated date of marriage.

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick—Celebrated for all who are seriously ill annually at a parish Liturgy. The Sacrament is also available upon
request.

Reconciliation — The sacrament is celebrated weekly on Saturday from 4:45 —5:15 p.m, or anytime by request. Parish Penance services are celebrated
during Advent and Lent. Children preparing for Reconciliation (Gr. 2) and who are active in the Faith Formation process (including Catholic School
children) are eligible to enter the sacramental preparation sessions.



FORCE GARAGE

Celebrating Over 90 Years of Business

« General Repair
- State Inspection

Straub Insurance
Agency
201 John Street

Ralph M. Geer Funeral Home

| Frve Senerations cSeruz'ny the Dennells Uaffey Area |

Weedville, PA 15868
(814) 787-8911

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream,
Groceries, and Model Trains

Bill Michelini Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner 12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
17322 Bennetts Valfgyilfg;. «Force, PA[[ ST. Marys, PA 15857 (814) 637-5401 (g Z PO BOX 6
787-5141 834-2490 www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com Penfield, PA 15849
Valley Farm Market|| KORB MONUMENTS SEAMLESS PA* 892857
Route 255, o COMPLETE MONUMENT SERVICES GUTTERS PA POWEK WASH'NG
18211 Bennetts Valley Hwy B85 — SINCE 1901

Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601

www.korbmonuments.com

Residential & Industrial
Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

814-594-5756 K1

Fully Insured-Free Estimates

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available

www.cagutters.com

CARL HANES, OWNER
814-834-1123

PA029106

Denise M. Cuneo
Attorney at Law
283 River Rd. *+ Weedville, PA

814-787-7368
1-855-209-8461

°sMp

Medical Equipment & Supplies

1-800-876-3442
SMPRX.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security
Got 24-Hour Protection Fram a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

1-855-225-4251

ADT | putherized | g ofeStreets

CALLIARI, MEHOLICK & Co.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

TELE: (814) 371-7499

Breakfast

ROSE'S
HILLTC}P

PDinner
Paily Specials
814-834-4492
2471 6 Bennetts Valley Hwy., Weedville

FREE

AD DESIGN

WITH PURCHASE

OF THIS SPACE

@ CALL 800.477.4574

FENICE GARAGE

~uh Auto Mechanic
5 Quality Work
General Repair
Full Body Shop
Inspections
Tony Fenice - Owner
17409 Bennetts Valley Highway

814-787-4283

Doq Brisket - Pork
. Chicken - Fish
BBQ RibS

Great Burgers
Salads
Appetizers

12449 Bennetts Valley Highway

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

Pavoseicl

Funcral Home & Crematoriom, Inc
211 South Main St., Dubois

814-371-2040

CBRQ & GRILL
31| 537 G081

LLd, P&
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SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

@
/A O

ST. JOSEPH'S TERRACE
SENIOR APARTMENTS

Rent is based on 30% of adjusted income
All utilities included (not Phone, TV)

45 Plum St - Weedyville, PA
(814) 787-8772
&

Now at 133 Locust Rd - St. Marys, PA
Wood Pallets - Bag Rock Salt - Cut/Split Firewood
HARD & SOFT COAL « CAR PORTS
CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
IDeliveny/AvailablelifConveyon
(814) 781-8334

Non-Denominational

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Contact Timothy Weir to place an ad today!

tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

- FURNACES

— * HEAT PUMPS

femaritiy  *WATERHEATERS

*WOOD & COAL STOVES

* AIR CONDITIONING
* DUCT CLEANING

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
®

482 Beechtree Rd,, Falls Creek, PA

814-371-4885

ot. Josep

PARISHIONER

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish. All registered
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is reqmred to be a sponsor, to be married
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

h Church

INFORMATION
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-1197



