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CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY IN YOUR HOME

The Blessing of the Home on Epiphany recalls the Magi's visit to the Holy Family's
dwelling in Bethlehem. Tollow the short prayer service below to bless your home. Use a piece
of chalk to mark your main doorway like this: 20+ C+ M+ B + 22

The numerals refer to the New Year of the Lord, the four crosses represent the four
seasons and the initials C, M, B stand for the traditional names of the three kings: Caspar,
Melchior and Balthazar or the Latin phrase: Christus Mansionem Benedicat (May Christ bless
this house).

Begin at the main entrance of your home. All make the Sign of the Cross.

Leader: Geod's peace be in this house and with all who live here.

All: Now and forever.

The person reading the Scripture says:

A reading from the holy gospel according to John. (Read John 1:1-3, 14)

Then everyone walks from room to room asking God to bless the activity that takes place there.
Holy Water may be carried and sprinkled. In each room the Leader says:

Bless this space, O Lord, and those who pass this way. Deliver us from every evil and
show us your face,

Return to the main entrance of your home. The Leader marks the top of the doorway, using
chalk, with the following sign: 20+ C+M+ B + 22

Then the leader prays: Bless our home, Lord with the peace and joy of your presence.
Heal all of our family who are in need of your touch. Teach us how to offer hospitality to
every guest, seeing your face in every stranger and welcoming all who enter here as you
welcome us into your Kingdom in this life and the next. Amen.

THREE KINGS CAKE

The three kings' cake is a European tradition. The cake is flat, more like a cookie, and has one or two almonds,
a dime, or some other tiny "prize" in it. The one to find the prize will have good fortune throughout the year.
Here is the recipe for three king's cake:

The 'ingredients vou will need: ' cup blanched almonds, 1 cup sugar, 6 tablespoons soft butter,
6 teaspoons vanilla or almond extract, 2 eggs lightly beaten, 2V cups flour,
1% teaspoons baking powder, 2 tablespoons raisins or currants

Grind the almonds and % cup sugar in a food processor or blender, then set aside. Use a fork

to mix the butter and remaining sugar together in a bowl until thoroughly blended. Beat in the eggs
and the extract, saving a tablespoon of the egg to glaze the top. Stir the flour and baking powder into
the egg mixture. Stir in the sugar and almond mix, along with the raisins or currants, then add one or
two whole almonds, a dime, or whatever other item you will use for a "prize”.

Pat the dough flat into a %2 inch thick circle onto a greased cookie sheet. Spread the reserved
beaten egg on the top of the cake. Bake at 350° for 20 minutes. Serves 12,







