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Burke & Sons, Inc. 
“The Window Specialists” 

814-938-7303 
 www.burke-sons.com 

Windows—Doors—Shade Products 
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FOX’S PIZZA DEN OF 
SYKESVILLE 

206 East Main Street   Sykesville, PA 15865 
814 - 894- 7777     

Like us on Facebook 
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CHRIST THE KING MANOR 
“A Continuing Care Retirement Community” 

1100 West Long Avenue 
DuBois, PA 15801 
814 - 371- 3180 

A Peaceful Place 
Jan Satterlee, PhD, LPC 
Heather Tate, MS, NCC 
330 Wayne Ave DuBois 

drjansatterlee.com 
814-371-1598 
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DUBOIS CENTRAL CATHOLIC 
Learn Well...Live Well...Serve Well 

High School: 371-3060 
Middle School: 371-3060 

Elementary: 371-2570 
Pre-K: 371-2570 
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We all know that Christmas officially begins on Christmas Eve, but when does Christmas officially end? The answer gets a 
bit complicated. On January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany (in most places in the U.S. the feast is transferred to the Sunday 
between January 2 and January 8), the Church celebrates the biblical event where the Magi, also called the Three Wise Men 
or Three Kings, traveled from the East to pay homage to the newborn King, Jesus Christ. Many believe that this is the date 
when the Christmas season officially ends, being the end of the traditional 12 days of Christmas. However, according to 
the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar, Ordinary Time doesn't officially begin until the Monday after the Feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord. 

Another element to throw into the mix is that the "octave" of Christmas ends on the eighth day after Christmas, which is 
January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.  Christmas is not celebrated for just 24 hours; it is given the honor 
of eight days (octave) of celebration which is a custom that traces its roots to Old Testament feasts. 

In the older tradition Christmas lasts until Candlemas, or the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
Presentation of the Lord, which isn't until February 2nd. This marked the end of a long 40-day "Christmastide" that corre-
sponded to the 40 days of Lent. On February 2nd the Church celebrates the day that Mary entered the temple with the 
Child Jesus when her days of purification after giving birth were fulfilled, according to the Mosaic law, and when Simeon 
made his well-known prophecy about Mary and the Child. It is historically called "Candle-mas" because of Simeon's 
prophecy of Jesus being a light for the Gentiles. Today it is better known as the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord.   
 
When Christmas ends depends on the Rite (Latin or Eastern), the liturgical calendar (Ordinary or Extraordinary), and 
whether you're looking for the end of the Christmas 'feast' or the end of the Christmas 'season'.   
  
The Christmas feast proper ends on the final day of its octave, which is the feast of Mary, the Mother of God, on January 
1st. Keep your feasting, parties, and merriment going for the full 8 days. 

The 'peak' of the Christmas 'season' is January 6th—Epiphany—the end of the 12 Days of Christmas. Jesus is now revealed 
as a light to the Gentile nations.  Keep your Christmas decorations, especially your Christmas tree and lights, up at least 
until this day is over. 

The official end of the entire Christmas season on the new liturgical calendar is the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, 
after which Ordinary Time begins. Keep your nativity scene displayed up through this day, or better yet, until the Presen-
tation of the Lord on February 2nd. 

These are just suggestions, of course, to help you get the most out of celebrating the Christmas season to the full.  The var-
ying Christmas traditions reflect the universal nature of the Church; which has been going strong for 2,000 years.  
 
The most important thing to remember and practice is that Christmas BEGINS on December 25th and is to be merrily cele-
brated for many days afterward, either 8, 12, or 40! 

- Mary Carlson 
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